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More Options Available for  Fall 

Armyworm Control 
Doug Mayo, Jackson County Livestock Extension Agent 

 

This is the time of year to be on the look out for fall 

armyworms and grass loopers.   Many producers 

rely on cowbirds to scout fields for worms, but the 

birds may not be attracted to the worms until the 

worms are larger and the population has already 

exploded throughout the field.  In other words, the 

birds may not come until there is major damage to 

the crop.  Armyworms will not create any long term 

damage to the field, but with the high price of 

fertilizer you can’t afford to feed your hay to 

worms.  So make time to check your hay fields over 

the next two months. 

 

Scouting for worms is fairly simple.  Part the grass 

and look at the ground for worms.  An armyworm’s 

best defense is to drop from the grass blades and 

curl up and play dead.  So step out of the truck and 

part the grass with both hands.  Travel across the 

field and check multiple areas.  Worms may be 

hatching in one location, or all across the field.  If 

you see an average of 3 or more worms per square 

foot, after checking several locations, it is time for 

action.  At this point you have two choices, mow 

down the grass for hay, or spray with an insecticide. 

Hay mowing eliminates the food source for worms, 

but may not be practical if yields are minimal.  

There are several options of insecticides for fall 

armyworms on the market. 

 

 

 

 
Fall Armyworm 

 
Fall Armyworm Moth 

 

Six insecticides are labeled for fall armyworm 

control in hay fields and pastures.  Tracer, Sevin, 

and Malathion are not restricted, but Lannate, 

Dimilin, and Mustang Max do require a restricted  

use pesticide license for purchase.   
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 2 ** P. Mislevy trial Ona REC, UF/IFAS May 2008.  Days of control was based on less than 5 worms per square foot.  

Tracer is the newest, non-restricted insecticide 

available for this pest that offers both contact and 

5-7 days of residual control of worms that feed on 

the leaves.  The active ingredient in Tracer, 

Spinosad, is very specific, killing the worms 

without disrupting beneficial insect populations in 

the field.  Sevin is a proven reliable general 

insecticide that kills small, 1/2-3/4 inch worms on 

contact.  Sevin is very abrasive on spray equipment.  

Make sure filters, screens and tips are cleaned and 

flushed after each use.  Malathion is another 

general insecticide that offers producers an 

alternative chemical to prevent resistance.   

 

 Dimilin is a relatively new restricted use product 

for fall armyworm control.  Dimilin is a growth 

regulator that kills worms and other insects, 

including fire ants, as they shed their skin or molt.  

Worms will continue feeding before the chemical 

takes affect, so there is no instant kill with this 

product.  The advantage of Dimilin is that it offers 

residual activity to protect against re-infestation.  

Dimilin should be applied when worms are no more 

than 1/2 inch long, because larger worms will do 

more damage before they molt.  Of all of the 

treatments, Dimilin is the most economical, but 

does require continuous scouting for correct 

application timing.  Lannate is a proven restricted 

use product that can control larger worms, but it 

also kills most of the beneficial insects, as well.  

Mustang Max is another restricted use, general 

insecticide labeled for pastures that also offers 

greater control on larger worms, along with 

alternative chemistry to prevent worm resistance.  

 

 

Forage Notes 

 

New Bahia Grasses Released 
Ann Blount, Forage Breeder UF/IFAS NFREC  

 

UF-Riata is a novel diploid bahiagrass 

developed for fall and early spring forage 

production for the southeastern U.S. It has 

improved forage growth under short-daylengths and 

during the cool season. This new bahiagrass was 

developed by the University of Florida, the USDA 

-ARS Coastal Plain Experiment Station and the 

USDA-ARS Subtropical Agricultural Research 

Station (STARS)-Brooksville, Florida. This 

bahiagrass exhibits lower photoperiod sensitivity, 

improved leaf tissue cold tolerance, and increased 

forage production during the cool season compared 

to the standard bahiagrass cultivars Argentine and 

Pensacola. Multi-location variety trials show UF-

Riata is similar in total season yield to Tifton 9, 

with an improvement in seedling vigor and leaf 

tissue cold tolerance that promotes late fall-season 

growth and early spring-season growth. 

 UF-Riata seasonal forage yields have been 25% 

higher than Argentine and Pensacola, and 5-10% 

Fall Armyworm Control in Pastures  

Chemical 
Typical Rate 

per Acre 

Approximate 

Purchase Cost 
Cost Per Acre 

**Days of 

Control @ Ona 
Use Suggestions & Restrictions 

Non-restricted Products 

Sevin XLR 1.5 qt. $40/gal $15 9 
Use on worms 1/2-3/4 inches long. 

14 day restriction for hay harvest. 

Tracer SC 1.5 oz $200/qt $9.37 28 

Very specific insecticide that protects 

beneficial insect populations. 

3 day restriction for hay harvest. 

Restricted Products 

Lannate LV 1 qt $50 $12.50 9 

Will control larger worms but is hard on 

beneficial insects.  For use only in 

Bermudagrass.  3 day restriction for hay 

harvest. 

Dimilin 2L 2 oz $205/gal $3.20 43 

Use when worms are hatching and ½ 

inch long or smaller.  Worms will 

continue feeding until they molt.  

1 day restriction for hay harvest. 
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higher than Tifton 9 in north Florida. UF-Riata is 

well adapted throughout the southern Coastal Plains 

and Peninsular Florida. UF-Riata will be sold by 

variety name and only as a class of certified seed. It 

will be marketed by Ragan-Massey Seed and should 

be commercially available in 2009. 

 

TifQuik is a novel diploid bahiagrass 

population developed by the USDA-ARS Coastal 

Plain Experiment Station for rapid seed germination 

for the southeastern U.S. The population exhibits 

less hard seed dormancy, very rapid establishment, 

excellent seedling vigor and high forage yield 

compared to the standard bahiagrass cultivars 

Argentine and Pensacola and Tifton 9.  TifQuik has 

been tested in a number of locations as part of a 

multi-state effort between USDA ARS scientists in 

Georgia, and at the University of Florida. This 

cultivar has shown superiority at establishment with 

aggressive seedling vigor that should allow the 

cultivar to gain rapid acceptance in bahiagrass 

growing regions of the U.S. 

 

TifQuik will be sold by variety name and only as a 

class of certified seed. TifQuik will be available 

from the Georgia Seed Development Commission 

and should be commercially available in 2009. 

 

Management of these new cultivars is similar to that 

of Tifton 9. UF-Riata and TifQuik are not tolerant 

of severe overgrazing. While Argentine and 

Pensacola bahiagrass are tolerant to overgrazing, 

constant defoliation of Tifton 9, UF-Riata and 

TifQuik will result in some stand loss and 

subsequent weed encroachment. Care must be given 

in the grazing management of these new cultivars to 

adequately rest the pasture and allow for re-growth 

to a 6 inch height between grazing events. 

Rotational grazing is a good approach since it 

allows bahiagrass pastures to recover from livestock 

grazing and provides other benefits, as well. 

 

Hay production from both these two new cultivars 

typically results in higher seasonal tonnage than 

from Argentine and Pensacola. Hay harvests can be 

made several times throughout the growing season. 

Forage should not be allowed to grow rank since 

digestibility decreases and infections from several 

fungal leaf diseases may harm the health of the 

stand. Should weather conditions prevent timely 

hay harvests, then options for grazing, mowing or 

ensiling the forage should be considered.  It is 

important to purchase certified seed of UF-Riata 

and TifQuik from a reliable seed source. This 

insures the purity of the cultivar, high percent 

germination,  and freedom from weed seed. 

 
 

 

Donôt Forget EEE and WNV 

Vaccination for Your Horses 
 

As of August 2, 68 horses in Florida have 

contracted Eastern Equine Encephalitis(EEE) in 

2008.  The Panhandle has had its share of cases, as 

well, with six horses in Jackson, eight in 

Washington, nine in Holmes, and one in Gadsden 

Counties.  Only one horse, from Marion County,  

has contracted West Nile Virus (WNV) in Florida 

this year.   

 

Virtually every horse that has contracted EEE had 

not been vaccinated within six months of onset, and 

almost all have been euthanized.  EEE is a deadly 

viral disease of the nervous system.  There is no 

cure and little that can be done as treatment, so the 

only viable option for horse owners is preventative 

vaccination.  If you can’t remember when your 

horses have been vaccinated, then do it this week.   

 

Humans are also susceptible to EEE, so avoid 

exposure to mosquitoes as much as possible, and 

use DEET repellents when you do go outdoors.   
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Glove Selection for 

Handling Pesticides 
Dr. Fred Fishel, UF Pesticide Information 

Officer 

 

Pesticides can enter the body in four 

main ways: by mouth, by inhalation, 

or by contact with the skin or eyes. 

In most pesticide handling 

situations, the skin is the part of the body most 

likely to receive exposure. About 97% of human 

exposure to pesticides during application of liquid 

sprays occurs through contact with the skin. To 

prevent exposure, pesticide applicators should wear 

protective clothing and personal protective 

equipment (PPE). The use of gloves while handling 

pesticides can go a long way in reducing dermal 

exposure. 

 

Pesticide labels frequently specify use of either 

waterproof or chemical-resistant gloves. Keep in 

mind that waterproof materials are not necessarily 

chemical-resistant. Gloves used for handling 

pesticides should be unlined and not made of 

cotton, leather, canvas, or other absorbent materials.  

Polymers used for chemical-resistant gloves include 

barrier laminate, butyl rubber, nitrile rubber, 

neoprene rubber, natural rubber, polyethylene 

plastics, polyvinyl chloride (PVC), and Viton®. 

These materials are used either individually or in 

various combinations in commercially available 

gloves. 

 

A comprehensive report is available electronically 

through UF/IFAS EDIS at 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/PI157.  This document 

explains how to select gloves suitable for handling 

pesticides. A chemical-resistance chart for various 

approved materials is presented, and more examples 

of the types of available gloves are displayed. 

For general information on PPE, refer to EDIS 

Documents PI-28 Pesticide Applicator Update: 

Choosing Suitable Personal Protective Equipment 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/PI061 and PI-119 Worker 

Protection Standard: Personal Protective Equipment 

(PPE) http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/PI156 . 

 

 

Upcoming Programs & Events 
 

Beef Cattle/Forage Field Day - August 28 

Make plans to attend the annual Beef & Forage 

Field Day, to be held at the NFREC Beef Unit near 

Greenwood, on Thursday, August 28, 2008.  

Registration starts at 8 AM CDT and the program is 

from 9 AM to 3 PM. Registration is $10 and 

includes lunch. For further information, call 850 

482-9904, or download a flyer with driving 

directions:  

http://nfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/Calendar/BeefForageFD-

Aug2008.pdf.  
 

Topics to be covered include:  

 ü Reproductive Management  

 ü Parasite Control and Vaccinations  

 ü Pasture Forage Varieties  

 ü Crop Rotation with Cattle  

 ü Alternative Pasture Fertilization  

 ü Pasture Weed Control  

 ü Ongoing Forage Studies  

 

Perennial Peanut Field DayïSept. 18 

The Perennial Peanut Producers Association and the 

University of Florida are teaming up to host a tour 

of ongoing perennial peanut research at the North 

Florida Research and Education Center, near 

Greenwood, on Thursday, September 18.  

Registration begins at 9:30 AM CDT with tours 

starting at 10:00 AM.  Lunch will follow the field 

tours and the program will end with a round table 

discussion of future research needs for the crop.   

 

Topics to be covered include:  

ü Variety development 

ü Fertility evaluation 

ü Inoculant selection 

ü Establishment weed control 

ü Herbicide selection 

ü Nematode & pH affects on yield 
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2008 NFREC 

Beef & Forage 

Field Day 
Thursday, August 28, 2008 

North Florida Research and Education Center (NFREC) Beef Unit 

(One mile west of Greenwood, FL on Highway 162) 
 

Topics to be covered: 

 

ü Reproductive Management 

ü Parasite Control and Vaccinations 

ü Pasture Forage Varieties 

ü Crop Rotation with Cattle 

ü Alternative Pasture Fertilization 

ü Pasture Weed Control  

ü Ongoing Forage Studies 

 

Schedule of Events (CDT): 

8:00 AM ï Registration (Registration fee - $10) 

9:00 AM ï Start of Program 

3:00 PM ï Program Conclusion 

 

Lunch and refreshments will be provided 

 

For further information call 850-482-9904  

 

For driving directions, download the flyer:  

http://nfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/Calendar/BeefForageFD-Aug2008.pdf 

 

 

 
University of Florida Extension/IFAS educational programs are made available to any individual without regards to race, 

color, sex, age, handicap or national origin.  Participants with disabilities requiring special accommodations please contact 

Marianna NFREC at least 5 working days prior to the event. 
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Florida Cool Season Annual Variety Planting Guide 
Seed-Propagated 

Crops
1
  

 

Recommended Varieties 
Planting Dates

2
  

 

Seeding 

Rates 

(lb/A) 

Seeding 

Depth 

(inch) 

Grazing 

height (in.) 
Rest Period 

Begin End 

Alfalfa  

Florida 99, Bulldog 805, and  

Amerigraze 702 Oct. 1 - Nov. 15 12 - 20 1/4 - ½ 10-16 3-4 

Hay 35-40  

Graze 15-30  

Clover, Arrowleaf  Apache Oct. 1 - Nov. 15  8 - 10 0 - ½ 8-10 3-5 10-20 

Clover, Crimson  
Dixie, and  

AU-Robin 
Oct. 1 - Nov. 15  20 - 26 1/4 - ½ 8-10 3-5 10-20 

Clover, Red  Cherokee, Southern Belle Oct. 1 - Nov. 15  6 - 12 1/4 - ½ 8-10 3-5 10-20 

Clover, White  

 

Ladino:  Osceola , Louisiana S-

1, and Regal  

Prostrate: 

Durana and Patriot 

Oct. 1 - Nov. 15  

 

3 - 4 0 - 1/4 6-8 1-3 7-15 

Oats for forage  

 

Medium:         Horizon 201, 

Horizon 474, Horizon, 321, 

Horizon 270, SS76-40, and  

NK-Coker 227.  

Late: TAMO 406 

Sept. 15 - Nov. 15  

 

96 - 128  

(3-4 bu) 
1 - 2 8-12 3-4 7-15 

Rye for forage  

 

Early:  

FL 401, AGS 104.  

Medium:  

Wrens 96, Wrens Abruzzi, , 

Pennington Wintergrazer 70, 

and Early Graze.  

Late:  

Bates, Oklon 

Oct. 15 - Nov. 15  

 

84 - 112 

(1.5 - 2 bu) 
1 - 2 8-12 3-4 7-15 

Ryegrass, Italian 

(annual)  

 

Season long: Jumbo, Prine, Big 

Boss, Attain, Big Daddy, 

Passeral Plus  

Early: Maximus,  Ed,  Verdure, 

Oregrow DH3, Florlina,  

Jackson, Surrey II, , TAM 90 

Oct. 1 - Nov. 15 20 - 30 0 - ½ 6-12 3-4 7-15 

Vetch 

Common, hairy (only seed 

available for 2008) 

Americus, AU-Early Cover, 

Cahaba White unavailable in 08 

Oct. 1 - Nov. 15  20-25 1/4 - ½ 8-10 3-5 10-20 

Wheat for forage  

 

Medium: AGS 2000 and 

Pioneer 26R61  

Late: USG 3592 

Oct. 15 - Nov. 15  

 

90 - 120 

(1.5 - 2 bu) 
1 - 2 8-12 3-4 7-15 

1
 Always check seed quality. Seed germination should be 80% or higher for best results.  

2 
Planting date range: in general, plant early in the range for north Florida and later in the range in south Florida.  

Blends:  To develop a blend, divide the high seeding rate listed above in half.  Example:  rye ï 56 lbs. (112/2) + ryegrass ï 15 lbs. 

(30/2) + crimson clover ï 13 lbs.  (26/2) + vetch ï 13 (25/2) + arrowleaf clover ï 5 lbs. (10/2) + white clover ï 2 lbs.  (4/2)  
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From the Bull Pen  
 

Gifts for the Teacher 

On the first day of school, the children brought gifts 

for their teacher.  The florist's son brought the 

teacher a bouquet of flowers. “How nice.”  The 

candy-store owner's daughter gave the teacher a 

pretty box of candy. “Oh yes.”  Then the liquor-

store owner's son brought up a big, heavy box.  The 

teacher lifted it up and noticed that it was leaking a 

little bit. ... 

 

She touched a drop of the liquid with her finger and 

tasted it. "Is it wine?" she guessed.  "No," the boy 

replied. She tasted another drop and asked, 

"Champagne?  "No," said the little boy ....."It's a 

puppy!" 

You never forget your FIRST KISS!

Obviously not this mother’s first child.  She 

grabbed the camera and not the kid! 

Parental Surgery 

An older gentleman was on the operating table 

awaiting surgery and he insisted that his son, a 

renowned surgeon, perform the operation.  

 

As he was about to get the anesthesia he asked to 

speak to his son.  "Yes, Dad, what is it?"  

"Don't be nervous, son; do your best and just 

remember, if it doesn't go well, if something 

happens to me, your mother is going to come and 

live with you and your wife!"  

 

An Atheist in the Woods 
An atheist was walking through the woods.  

"What majestic trees! What powerful rivers!  

What beautiful animals!” he said to himself.  

 

As he was walking alongside the river, he heard a 

rustling in the bushes behind him and turned to 

look. The atheist saw a 7-foot grizzly bear charging 

towards him!  He ran as fast as he could up the path. 

He looked over his shoulder and saw that the bear 

was closing in on him.  He looked over his shoulder 

again, and the bear was even closer! He tripped and 

fell on the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up 

but saw that the bear was right on top of him, 

reaching for him with his left paw & raising his 

right paw to strike him.  At that instant the Atheist 

cried out, "Oh my God!"  

 

Time Stopped.  The bear froze.  The forest was 

silent.  As a bright light shone upon the man, a 

voice came out of the sky. "You deny my existence 

for all these years, teach others I don't exist and 

even credit creation to cosmic accident.  Do you 

expect me to help you out of this predicament? Am 

I to count you as a believer?” The atheist looked 

directly into the light, "It would be hypocritical of 

me to suddenly ask you to treat me as a Christian 

now, but perhaps you could make the BEAR a 

Christian"?  "Very well," said the voice.  

 

The bright light vanished. The sounds of the forest 

resumed. And the bear dropped his right paw, 

brought both paws together, bowed his head & 

spoke:  "Lord bless this food, which I am about to 

receive from thy bounty.   Amen." 

 

 

Truly Yours, 

 
Doug Mayo 

Livestock Extension Agent
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